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It has not been found necessary to discuss all these provisions in
Cabinet, on account of the preliminary bar. A large number of
Ministers, including the Viceroy, were not prepared to agree to the
promulgation of any plan involving the principle of an elective
Central Board as the policy of the Cabinet.
Mr. Gladstone has troubled Your Majesty at this great and
burdensome length because he believes that Your Majesty will
hear of the subject again. He earnestly hopes that it may be dealt
with in time. It would have the effect of making the Govern-
ment of Ireland Irish, in the same sense as the Government of
England is English, and the Government of Scotland, Scotch.
His view is undoubtedly that taken by the two markedly radical
Ministers (as well as by others). But he is profoundly convinced
that the plan itself is in the highest sense conservative. For its
aim is widely yet safely to familiarise the people, through local
matters with the arts and responsibilities of governing, and to
teach them by daily experience that governing is a business in
which they have an interest and a share, not one managed by an
agency which they feel to lie outside them, and which they have
unhappily been taught to regard as alien. These means, so happily
known in England and Scotland, cannot be without some promise
of success in Ireland . . .
Mr. Gladstone again humbly apologises for the length to which
his letter has run.
1230                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                    BALMORAL. 24th May. 1885.
I thank you sincerely for your cordial congratulations.
1231                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                    BALMORAL. 31$^ May. 1885.
... I hope you will not give way to pressure from St. Peters-
burgh. You will remember that you told me in your letters, you
would take a firm stand on what we laid down as our line and it
would be most weak in the Govt. and most unjust to the Ameer if
we surrendered any of his rights to these increasing demands.
I trust therefore you will induce Lord Kimberley1 to be firm.
1 Secretary for India.